
Implementing a Curriculum Built Around Film

The course

1. At what level will the course be taught? 2nd year? 3rd year?

2. What type of course will it be? Film course, culture course, composition & conversation course?

3. Will it cover 1 or 2 semesters?

4. Will it be part of your language requirement?

5. Convincing colleagues and Chair

6. Will there be several sections of the same film course taught by various instructors?

The films – Which ones do you pick?

1. Can you pick R rated movies?

2. What do you do with a great film that just has some violence / sexual content / foul language?

3. Should you work around a topic, or choose a variety of films?

4. Recent films of classics?

5. Are long (over 2 hours) films OK?

6. Should you try to pick films that students will like?

Practical matters

1. Where do you get the films?

2. Do you show them in class or do you ask the Media center to do showings? How many showings?

3. Is it a good idea to show them on Blackboard?

4. Make sure films are on Reserve

5. Let your Dpt or Media Center know weeks in advance if they need to order films for the course

6. How do you make sure that students actually watch the films?

7. Should they be subtitled? If so, in English or in their original language?

8. How many films can you show per semester?

Activities around the film

1. Prep work

a. Synopsis, director, actors

b. Vocab & translation

c. Culture (issues related to the film that students need to be familiar with before watching)

d. Context

e. Trailer

2. Overview

a. The story

b. Photo study

c. Quotes

3. In-depth study

a. Vocabulary

b. Discussion of the film

c. Scene analysis

4. For movie buffs

a. Compare first & last scene

b. Point of view

c. Poster

d. Music

e. Subtitles

5. Think critically

a. Titles of critical articles

b. Comparison with the US

c. The critics

6. Further study

a. Comparisons with other films

b. Art

c. Readings (newspaper articles, interviews, short stories, screenplays, excerpts from novels)

The syllabus

1. How many films are you going to do?

2. What else will you do? Grammar, readings?

3. Evaluations

a. Exams

b. Compositions

c. Presentations

d. Participation

e. Final

4. Pace and expectations

Misc.

1. Whole class or small group work?

2. What about documentaries and commercials?

3. What are the advantages of film clips v. whole films?

4. Textbooks available

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Break

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Questions from participants

Design your course based around film
Any questions? Email me! annechristine01@msn.com 
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