Designing Your Own Course

The course

1. At what level will I teach my course?
2. When would I like to start it? When will I be ready?
3. Are film courses already taught in my Department? At what level? Would my course complement what is already being done?

4. Will I focus on film only, or will I teach something else as well in this course?

5. Will it be part of the language requirement? 

6. How will my colleagues feel about this course? 

7. Will I be the only instructor or will there be several sections of this course taught by various colleagues?
8. Whom should I talk to about my idea?

9. Will I need to write a course proposal? 
Picking the films 
1. Do I know what my public library offers in terms of foreign films?

2. Do I know of a video store with a good selection of foreign films?

3. Which films am I already thinking of doing? Have I done them before? Why do I like them?

4. Will I work around a topic (which one?) or choose a variety of films?

5. Do my colleagues who teach regular language classes show 1 or 2 films in their classes? Which ones?

6. Do I know an instructor in a different Dpt who would like to work with me? (for ex: You have decided to focus on WWII. Is there someone in the History Dpt who teaches a courses on WWII?)

Practical matters

1. Which films on my list does the Media Center / library / Department already own? 

2. How difficult and costly will it be to find the others?

3. Do we have a budget to buy films? Whom should I ask?

4. Can the DVD players at my school show films that are a different standard (not NTSC)?

5. Will I show them in class or at the Media Center? 

6. How do I put the films on reserve?

7. How do I feel about having them available on Blackboard?

8. How comfortable am I with the technology? Whom should I turn to if I need help?

Activities around the film





    
1. How many hours will I spend per film?

2. How much homework and research can I assign?

3. Which of the activities shown seem appropriate for my students?

4. What other ideas do I have?

5. Do I know of novels or other readings that would go well with my films?

The syllabus

1. How many films am I going to do?

2. What else am I going to do?

3. How will I evaluate my students? How often?

4. Am I sure that my course will be taught at the right level? (For ex: Will my Spanish 3rd year film-based course be as demanding as other 3rd year courses that are not film-based?)

Misc.

1. Will I favor whole class discussions or small group work? 

2. Will I also consider working with documentaries and commercials?

3. Will I use film clips?

4. Which textbook(s) would I like to look into?

5. When am I going to have a chance to work in this project?

6. Whom am I going to talk?

7. Do I have questions?

