Teaching with Film Clips


Sample cloze exercise:

Worksheet on the clip “Arrested” from Piter FM:

Maksim found Masha’s cell phone, and the two have been trying to arrange a meeting so that he can return it to her. Meanwhile, Maksim, a young promising architect (who moonlights as a janitor), has signed a contract to work in Germany. The firm which hired him as a janitor and provided him a room used some strong arm tactics on him, leading to a brief struggle, for which Maksim was thrown into jail.

22 seconds into the clip:

Горобец – За границу собрался?

Максим – Да, я архитектор, вот __________ там … там все написано.

Горобец – А по трудовой – дворник. Трубы почему _________? Краденные?

Максим – Почему краденеые? Это ____________, это - ___________ моей. ____________

Горобец – Так. ___________ .

Маша – ______, Максим?

Горобец - Майор милиции Горобец вас _______________ .

Маша – А, а, где Максим?

Горобец – В отделении милиции ________ __________ Петроградского ________________ . 
Маша – А ________ ?

Горобец – Задержан. Представьтесь, пожалуйста. 

Маша – Маша Емельянова.

Горобец – Давно ___________ Максима Захаровича?

Маша – Давно. А он мой жених. 

Горобец – А ________________ ваш, как у ______ оказался?

Маша – Я сама ему ________ .

Горобец – _________, проверим.

Маша – А _________, пожалуйста, ________ вы его отпустите?

Горобец – Суд решит. 

Маша – Какой ______ ? ________ .

Горобец – Всего ____________ . __________ голос, у твоей __________ .

1. Give two words for cell phone.

2. Where does the action take place.

3. How would you characterize how the police officer answered Masha's phone?

Gorobets – You were planning to go abroad?

Maksim – Yes, I'm an architect, there's a contract there – its all written.

Gorobets – According to your labor book you are a janitor. Why do you have two cell phones? Are they stolen?

Maksim – Why stolen? This one'’s mine, that one belongs to my girlfriend. Excuse me.

Gorobets – Hmmm. Hello.

Masha – Hello, Maksim?

Gorobets – Gorobets, a major in the police force, at your service.

Masha – And where is Maksim?

Gorobets – In the Police Dept Division Number 8 of the Petrograd Region.

Masha – And why?

Gorobets – He's being held. Present yourself, please.

Masha – Masha Emolyanova.

Gorobets – Have you known Maksim Zakharovich for a long time?

Masha – Yes.  He is my fiance.

Gorobeets – And how did your mobile phone end up with him?

Masha – I myself gave it to him.

Gorobets – OK, we'll check that out. 

Masha – Tell me please when you will release him.

Gorobets – The court will decide.

Masha – What court? Wait!

Gorobets – All the best. (Hangs up). Your girlfriend has a nice voice.

Instructions on ripping and encoding a film.

Information on how to create video clips from DVDs.

1. First make sure that you have a DVD, not a VCD. Many Chinese videos used to be distributed on VCD, which is a different file format.

2. The next step is to transfer the files on the DVD to the computer and remove the copy protection, called ripping the DVD. This step may violate the DMCA (Digital Millennium Copyright Act). On the Mac you may use MacTheRipper, available at http://www.mactheripper.org/

On the PC you may use DVD Decrypt, available at http://www.dvddecrypter.org.uk/

Our experience has been better on the Mac than on the PC in that some videos could not be handled on the PC and were on the Mac. In the majority of cases there is no difference between the two. We have also used other ripping software (RipIt), but with disastrous results - video and audio were sometimes out of sync. On the other hand, RipIt is evidently the only software capable of handling the ARCCOS encryption system.

Instructions for MacTheRipper (MTR):

a. Insert DVD in drive and start MTR.

b. After a while, MTR will read the disc (this might take up to a minute).

c. Go to the FILE menu and choose a location where you want the files ripped to. Each disc might take up to 1GB, so you need ample room on your drive. 

d. Click on the "GO!" button.

3. You then need to convert the files to something that can be played on the computer. I highly recommend mp4, which can be played by most players today and can be streamed over the Internet. To do so, you'll need Handbrake, available at: http://handbrake.fr/?article=download (be sure to choose the right version for your operating system).

The format is slightly different on the PC and Mac, but basically you'll want the following settings:

1. Choose as your source directory where you ripped the DVD to. This will often be in a subdirectory created by the program called Video_ts (ignore the Audio_ts subdirectory).

2. Choose as average bit rate 800. We find this gives good quality and still isn't too big for streaming. If you won't be delivering your files over the Internet, you may increase this number to 1000 or 1200.

3. Use .264 as your encoder.

4. Set Deinterlace to FAST.

5. Set Anamorphic to NONE, check the "Keep aspect ratio" box, upgrade you width to 720 (if you are able).

5. Set crop to NONE on the PC, set it to AUTOMATIC on the mac.

6. Set audio bitrate to 128 and sample rate to 48.

7. Set subtitle to whatever you want. If you want multiple subtitle versions, you'll need to change the name of the output file for each different subtitle version you run. 

8. You should end up with a file with a name: NAME.mp4. This file can then be cut using a video editing tool. We use our own automated software that is web based and cannot be transferred to standalone computers. You may find editors using google; however, much of the $25-$50 shareware is of inferior quality and you might find better results by using FinalCutPro. 

9. A good general reference page for working with video is http://www.videohelp.com/.
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